
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is true worship.  -Romans 12:1 

 

   For the past seven years, I have been writing articles every other week 

for the back page of the In Action. I hope they have inspired and informed 

you. Writing these articles is one of the most difficult things I do. I am 

still overcoming a false narrative that since I was not a great student 

growing up, I still must not be able to do these things well still.  I am working on it.  Pastor 

Amy, with her grand editing skills, sacrifices, ideas and encouragement has made me a better 

writer.  For this and so much more, I am forever grateful for the opportunity we have had to 

work, create, and minister together.  However, I have really struggled to write this. These are 

sort of like my final words to you, and I feel the pressure. 

   Our last Futuring Team meeting was held on June 4. Mary Lou Garrett led us in Lectio 

Divina over the above passage. It was through that holy experience that I heard God speak and I 

knew what I wanted to write. 

    We have been through a lot together during the past seven years. I have asked us to focus on 

our mission and mission field, and you have showed up and responded in very sacrificial ways.  

Not only do our sacrifices for the sake of others bless them, but they become for us a signpost 

that we are ordering our lives in such a way that we are connecting with God and growing in 

God’s love. I don’t know if one could really choose the most important passage in the Bible, but 

this one has to be a top five contender.  It is as if Paul is saying in chapters 1-11, “AH!  This is 

what God in Christ has done for us through his great love and grace.”  And then from Chapter 

12:1 on, “AH!  This is how you were created to order and live your life in light of God’s great 

love and grace.”  The life of following Jesus and receiving his love and grace move us to 

burdensome yet joyous sacrifice! 

    For seven years, I have watched in awe of the many and various ways that you have 

sacrificed for the sake of others, and many have experienced God’s great love and grace as a 

result!  Thank you for the ways that you have laid down your life for others, including myself 

and my family.  It has been a thrill for me to be a part of a church that deeply cares about others 

and is willing to sacrifice mightily for them. I will miss you. Know that God’s love runs for you 

deep.  God wills your good!  I love you, too.   

Grace and Peace. 


